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his presence would only have been an embarrass-
ment.   Mr. Eden and Signer Mussolini were still too
sore and aggrieved by the memory of previous affrays
to regard each  other with that detachment  and
realism  which   Mr.   Chamberlain  was  demanding.
For Mr. Chamberlain himself the crisis was one of
the utmost  gravity.    It  argues as much for his
courage as for his conviction that he was prepared
to see it through.  The difficulties were great.  He
was of course   perfectly entitled   to override   his
Foreign Secretary.   There was sufficient precedent
for his action.   On him rested the supreme responsi-
bility for the directions of our Foreign Policy.   But
in assuming such responsibility at such a time he
was creating the possibility of a split in national
opinion just when  above all else he needed the
utmost unity.   Then again as the man who was
remaining in  office and carrying on the delicate
negotiations he was never in a position to put his
case fully and to do justice to himself.   This was
most unfortunate, as the nation was both roused
and mystified  by  conflicting rumours  about  the
resignation.   The man in the street neither knew
all the facts nor understood those he did know.
Mr. Chamberlain had to live down wholly unjustified
suspicion of intrigue, obstinacy and incompetence.
Mr. Eden it was said, had the Foreign Office behind
him.    Mr.  Chamberlain was flouting the experts.
These rumours were travesties of the facts.   Mr.
Chamberlain had eschewed intrigue and was show-
ing remarkable resiliency and skill in a department
all too new to him.

Undoubtedly his resolve to force through the
negotiations with Italy was strengthened by the
Hitler speech. It was more than ever necessary if
there was to be any attack on what remained of
Austrian sovereignty to reinsure Great Britain against